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minister's message

“Remember that you are
dust, and to dust you
shall return.”
It’s that time again. We
are invited to reflect
upon our sinfulness before God and our human
mortality. If you’re like me, you don’t
spend your days thinking about death.
I have to admit I don’t readily claim
my identity as dust either. Honestly, for
most of the year, I think the exact opposite.
Whenever I guess the answer to a question on Jeopardy correctly, I pat myself
on the back. (Netflix now has two seasons of Jeopardy!) If I find an item on
sale at the store, I’m suddenly a financial guru. Guess what happens when I
throw a wad of trash into the garbage
bin from five feet away. Well, keeping
things consistent, I convince myself I
belong in the NBA. In short, I think a lot
of myself.
Indeed, most days, we are busy basking in the beautiful gift of life. We may

even go as far to take it for granted, but
tomorrow is, in fact, not guaranteed.
Moreover, life is actually quite short.
Ash Wednesday is an occasion for us to
engage in serious reflection upon core
truths that might otherwise be suppressed in the rhythm of everyday life.
So, if you would like to receive the imposition of ashes from your pastor, swing
by church between 11:30 am to noon
on March 6th. It’s quick and easy. I’ll be
at the door and you can get hop back in
your car and reflect as you go on your
merry way or you can take a seat in the
sanctuary. If the time frame I have provided does not work for you, I will gladly
arrange an appointment that does fit
your schedule.

Andy

May God’s blessing be upon you in all
that you do.
Peace,
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he is risen!

palm cross making party

Join us for a joyous Easter service at 10 am
on Sunday, April 21. An Egg Hunt follows the
service for the kids plus
fellowship, coffee and
treats for the whole family.

Join us Saturday, April 13, 6:30 pm for our
annual palm cross making event to learn to
make crosses (or refresh your memory from
previous years). Enjoy dessert with friends at
Ed and Judy Wier's house while making palm
crosses for the Palm Sunday service out of real
palm leaves!

The
Easter
Season,
also
known
as
Eastertide or
the Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and
ends on Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's resurrection and ascension and the sending of the
Holy Spirit (Pentecost), Eastertide is the most
joyous and celebrative season of the Christian year. We celebrate the good news that
in Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all
creation, are continually being made new by
God’s love and saving grace.
Happy Easter!

eat spaghetti and help
habitat
The next community spaghetti dinner to benefit
Habitat for Humanity will
be Saturday, March 30 from
5-7 pm. Calvary continues
to offer free dinners
for Miller Manor
residents.
Is there someone you could
invite who
would enjoy
our next spaghetti dinner?
This is also an opportunity for Calvary members to meet new and old friends who show
up! Hope to see you and your friends and family on March 30!

uncertain way forward
Beneath the Arch that symbolizes the U.S.
Gateway to the West, more than 820 General
Conference delegates worked to open a gateway in the denomination’s longtime homosexuality debate.
But after four days of prayers, speeches, protests and votes, it remains to be seen whether
The United Methodist Church has found a way
forward or remains stuck.
“It was our aspiration that we would find a
way forward beyond our impasse. That was
to try to really listen to people and listen to
their values and understand them as people,
rather than issues,” Bishop Kenneth H. Carter,
president of the Council of Bishops, said in a
press conference after General Conference
adjourned.
“I will simply say we have work to do. We did
not accomplish that.”
Bottom line: More than 53 percent of the multinational denomination’s top lawmaking body
supported the Traditional Plan that reinforces
the church’s bans on same-gender unions and
“self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.
Still uncertain is how much of the legislation
will take effect — or whether it will change
the dynamic in places where a number of
United Methodists, including entire annual
conferences, openly defy these rules.
Late afternoon Feb. 26, delegates requested a
declaratory decision by the Judicial Council on
the constitutionality of the Traditional Plan.
The denomination’s top court will address the
request at its next scheduled meeting April 2325 in Evanston, Illinois.
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The Rev. Gary Graves, secretary of General
Conference, said any piece of legislation that
the Judicial Council declares unconstitutional
would not be included in the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s policy book.

The Judicial Council ruled unconstitutional
the second petition in the Modified Traditional
Plan, which would have created a Global Episcopacy Committee to hold bishops accountable.

The April meeting will be the Judicial Council’s
third review of the legislation to see if it is in
line with the denomination’s constitution.

The parts of the Traditional Plan that the Judicial Council has held constitutional include an
augmented definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual,” to say it includes people
“living in a same-sex marriage, domestic
partnership or civil union or is a person who
publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”

In October, the Judicial Council — in a unanimous ruling — found seven of 17 petitions unconstitutional and identified unconstitutional
portions in two others. It ruled eight petitions
constitutional.
After some amendments to the plan, the General Conference on Feb. 25 asked the Judicial
Council to review the legislation again. Early
on Feb. 26, delegates learned the court — citing the same constitutional issues as before
— ruled seven of the petitions unconstitutional
and identified an unconstitutional sentence in
another.
In the afternoon, plan
supporters amended
some of the legislation again but didn’t
address all the previously identified constitutional issues.
The final Traditional
Plan legislative package did not include
two petitions because
they had not been
moved forward by the
Standing Committee
on Central Conference
Matters, the first stop for legislation that affects church regions in Africa, Europe and the
Philippines.
One of the petitions not included in the final
package could have been far-reaching, requiring annual conferences to certify they would
uphold the marriage and ordination prohibitions or leave the denomination.
A similar petition in the Modified Traditional
Plan, meant to augment the Traditional Plan,
also died in the standing committee. The Judicial Council also had previously found some
constitutional problems in text shared by both
petitions.

Also previously held constitutional is legislation that sets a minimum penalty for clergy
performing a same-sex wedding of one year’s
suspension without pay for the first offense
and loss of credentials for the second.
The Judicial Council will consider what in the
plan can take effect when it meets this spring.
Regardless
of what the
Judicial Council does, no
one left General Conference
feeling happy
with what happened.
The Rev.
Wellington
Chiomadzi, a
Zimbabwean
student at Garrett-Evangelical
Theological
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, worried after
the plan passed what the vote would mean for
relationships across the international church.
Voting is by secret ballot, but it was clear
from floor-vote speeches that tallies reflected
regional differences.
“The decisions will have a big impact on the
future of the church,” Chiomadzi said. “I am
not sure relationships across the church are
going to be the same after this. I am very
anxious.”
In protests, prayers and songs, many LGBTQ
United Methodists expressed a sense of anguish.
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Also unknown is how many disheartened United
Methodists will make their way to the exits.
The last piece of legislation General Conference approved was an amended version of a
petition that allows churches, with limitations,
to leave the denomination with their property.
The Judicial Council ruled a previous iteration of the legislation unconstitutional but the
new version is not, at this point, up for court
review.
Just before General Conference ended, the
Rev. Donna Pritchard, delegate from the Oregon-Idaho Conference, proclaimed the Western
Jurisdiction was not going anywhere and would
remain on its path of inclusion.
“The Western Jurisdiction intends to continue
to be one church, fully inclusive and open to
all God’s children across the theological and
social spectrum,” Pritchard said as other delegates from across the delegates stood beside
her.
The jurisdiction elected Bishop Karen Oliveto,
the denomination’s first openly gay bishop and
leader of the Mountain Sky Conference.
The Rev. Jeff Greenway, chair of the
Wesleyan Covenant Association that
lobbied hard for the Traditional and
Modified Traditional plans, worried
that the plan as it stands “has no
teeth.”
“There’s little likelihood of accountability, which means people all
around the church are increasingly
frustrated,” he said.
The Wesleyan Covenant Association’s leadership council is holding
a meeting Feb. 27-28 to determine
next steps, which could include
calling an April 25-26 Convening
Conference that would potentially start a new
denomination.
This special General Conference — the first
such off-year gathering in the denomination
since 1970 — came about after long tensions
boiled over at the 2016 General Conference in
Portland, Oregon.
That General Conference authorized the bishops to form the 32-member Commission on a
Way Forward to find ways to help the church
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stay together — and to call a special General
Conference to take up the commission’s proposals.
The Traditional Plan was among the plans to
emerge from the commission’s work as did the
One Church Plan, which would have left questions of marriage up to individual churches and
clergy, and ordination up to conferences.
The One Church Plan had the backing of a
majority of bishops and was affirmed by a
majority of commission members. But the plan
only had about 47 percent support from the
delegates.
Most of the delegates are the same who served
in 2016.
As of October, the bishop-appointed commission had used 56.2 percent of its nearly $1.5
million budget. That does not include the commission’s participation in the special General
Conference.
The special General Conference itself cost
about $3.6 million.
No matter what they feel about what transpired, many of those at General Conference were already looking to Sunday.
Even those in pain saw hope in the
weekly worship timed to be a reminder
of Christ’s resurrection.
Ben Weger, a transgender worship leader
at Allendale United Methodist Church in
St. Petersburg, Florida, said he expects
to go to church on Sunday and have a
time of lament.
“But I think there will also be joy because we already know who we are,” he
said of his church, which identified as
Reconciling, meaning it advocates LGBTQ
equality. “We are going to continue to be
and build the church we have been called to.”
Bishop Carter, who also leads the Florida
Conference, said he doesn’t take anybody’s
participation in church for granted.
“The people who are my heroes,” he said,
“are the people who have been hurt by the
church and yet stay at the table.”
By Heather Hahn, United Methodist News
Service
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(you know, to hang on the frig door, so you don’t miss anything)
Check your bulletin for details and dates and times that may change.

ASH WEDNESDAY — Wednesday, March 6
Imposition of Ashes in Narthex 11:30 am-noon or by appointment
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS — Sunday, March 10, 2 am
DONATION COLLECTION — March 10 (and every 2nd Sunday)
LOCAL CHURCH ASSESSMENT MTG — Wednesday, March 13,
6:30 pm
FREE CALVARY BREAKFAST — Sunday, March 17, 9-9:45 am
Join special invited guests and enjoy the final hot breakfast of
the season before church!
RELIGION IN THE AGE OF TECHNOLOGY — after fellowship,
March 17
Discussion on Religion in the Age of Technology readings. This final discussion is on Living in an Information Age.
CALVARY COOKS SPAGHETTI DINNER — Saturday, March 30, 5-7 pm
Community spaghetti dinner to benefit Habitat for Humanity.
LOCAL CHURCH ASSESSMENT MTG — Wednesday, April 10, 6 pm
NURTURE/OUTREACH/WORSHIP MTG — Thursday, April 11, 5:30 pm
PALM CROSS MAKING PARTY — Saturday, April 13, 6:30 pm
Enjoy dessert with friends at Ed and Judy Wier's house while making palm crosses for the
Palm Sunday service out of real palm leaves!
DONATION COLLECTION — April 14 (and every 2nd Sunday)
EASTER CELEBRATION — Sunday, April 21
Easter service followed by Easter Egg Hunt for kids!
DONATION COLLECTION — May 12 (and every 2nd Sunday)
MOTHER'S DAY — Sunday, May 12

Weekly Activities:
CAMPASSIONATE YOGA — Tuesdays, 5:15 pm
Next series of classes March 5-April 23 (8 Weeks) $15 Drop-in Fee
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Sunday School 11:15

